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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to financial liability for the costs of services
paid by a county for a person with mental illness.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF I0OWA:
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1 Section 1. Section 230.15, Code 2009, is amended to read
2 as follows:
3 230.15 PERSONAL LIABILITY.
4 1. A person with mental illness and a person legally
5 liable for the person®s support remain liable for the
—31—6—+oF total amount of the cost of providing care, maintenance

7 and treatment for the person with mental illness
—+—8——this—seetion while a voluntary or committed patient.
9 Persons legally liable for the support of a person with mental
1 10 illness include the spouse of the person, % person bound by
1 11 contract for support of the person, and, with respect to
1 12 persons with mental illness under elghteen years of age only,
1 13 the father and mother of the person.
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7 2. A substance abuser or chronic substance abuser is
8 legally liable for the total amount of the cost of providing
9 care, maintenance, and treatment for the substance abuser or
0 chronic substance abuser while a voluntary or committed
1 patient.
2 3. When a portion of the cost of providing care,

2 13 maintenance, and treatment is paid by a countY the person

2 14 with mental illness and a person legally liable for the

2 15 person®s support or_the sugstance a%user or chronic substance
2 16 abuser is legally liable to the county for the amount paid.

2 17 Fhe Such a Fersoh or substance abuser or _chronic substance
2 18 abuser shall assign to the state any claim for reimbursement




2 19 under any contract of indemnity, by insurance or otherwise,

2 20 providing for the

care, maintenance, and treatment of

2 21 the person with mental illness, the substance abuser, or the
i to—the——state
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chronic substance abuser in a state hospital -
Any payments received by the state from or on behalf of a
person with mental illness or a substance abuser or chronic
substance abuser shall be in part credited to the county in
proportion to the share of the costs paid by the county.

4. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent a
relative or other person from voluntarily paying the Tull
actual cost or anY portion of the care and treatment of any
person with mental i1llness, substance abuser, or chronic
substance abuser as established by the department of human

services.
EXPLANATION

This bill relates to financial liability for the costs of
services paid by a county for a person with mental illness.

Under current law in Code section 230.15, the financial
liability is limited to an amount equal to 100 percent of the
cost of care and treatment of the person with mental illness
at a state mental health institute for 120 days of
hospitalization. After the limit of liability is reached,
further liability is limited to the average minimum cost of
the maintenance of an individual who is physically and
mentally healthy residing in the individual®s own home. The
average minimum cost is established in 441 IAC 29.3 by the
department of human services to be based on the family
investment program standards.

The bill _eliminates the liability limitations so that the
financial liability of a person with mental illness or the
person legally responsible for the person®s support is for the
total amount paid by the county, which is consistent with that
of a substance abuser or chronic substance abuser under Code
section 230.15.
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